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conceive a breach of it.    A miracle is to him merely an
unusually striking manifestation of a common power.
The belief  in  temporary incarnation  or inspiration is Temporary
world-wide.    Certain persons are supposed to be possessed ^carnation
from time to time by a spirit or deity; while the possessionhuman m
lasts, their own personality lies in abeyance, the presence ofform
the spirit is revealed by convulsive shiverings and shakings tbTpoiy-
of the man's whole body, by wild gestures and excited looks,nesians'
all of which are referred, not to the man himself, but to the
spirit which has entered into him ; and in this abnormal
state all his utterances are accepted as the voice of the god
or spirit dwelling in him and speaking through him.    Thus,
for example, in the Sandwich Islands, the king personating
the god, uttered the responses of the oracle from his con-
cealment in a frame of wicker-work.    But in the southern
islands   of the   Pacific   the   god   " frequently   entered the
priest, who, inflated as it were with the divinity, ceased to
act or speak as a voluntary agent, but moved and spoke as
entirely under supernatural influence.    In this respect there
was a striking resemblance between the rude oracles of the
Polynesians, and those of the celebrated nations of ancient
Greece.    As soon as the god was supposed to have entered
the priest, the latter became violently agitated, and worked
himself  up   to   the   highest  pitch of apparent frenzy, the
muscles of the limbs seemed convulsed, the body swelled,
the countenance became terrific, the features distorted, and
the eyes wild and strained.    In this state he often rolled on
the earth, foaming at the mouth, as if labouring under the
influence of the divinity by whom he was possessed, and, in
shrill cries, and violent and often indistinct* sounds, revealed
the will of the god.    The priests, who were attending, and
versed in the mysteries, received, and reported to the people,
the declarations which had been thus received.    When the
priest had uttered the response of the oracle, the violent
paroxysm  gradually subsided, and comparative composure
ensued.    The god did not, however, always leave him as
soon as the communication had been made.    Sometimes the
same taura, or priest, continued  for  two  or  three  days
possessed by the spirit or deity; a piece of a native cloth,
of a peculiar kind, worn round one arm, was an indication